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drinking two-and-twenty bumpers in glasses of considerable magnitude,
the considerate President said, everyone might then fill according to his
own discretion, and so discreet were all of the company that we continued
. . . drinking nothing short of bumpers until two o'clock in the morn-
ing, at which hour each person staggered to his carriage or his palankeen,
and was conveyed to town.1
' This phase of conviviality was of short duration in Arthur's
career, and he soon became as renowned for his abstemiousness
as he had formerly been for his strong head.
I know but one receipt for good health in this country, [he told his
brother Henry at a later date] and that is to live moderately, to drink
little or no wine, to use exercise, to keep the mind employed, and, if
possible, to keep in good humour with the world.2
Somewhere between his return from Penang and the
arrival of Lord Mornington in May, Arthur paid a visit to
his friend Lord Hobart,* then Governor of Madras,
This trip was productive of much useful information, and
he returned to Fort William f with a sound working know-
ledge of affairs at Fort St. George and the Presidency, which
was of great service to the Governor-General.
Lord Mornington arrived in Calcutta on May lyth, 1798,
". . . bursting forth like a constellation in all his pomp and
splendour ",3 as Hickey puts it.
To Arthur the coming of this ' constellation * was an event
of great happiness and satisfaction, for it was the coming
of a dearly loved brother for whom perhaps at that time he
cared more than for anyone in the world.
1 Hickey Memoirs, Vol. IV, pp. zgo, i$i.
2 Supp. Despatches, VoL II, p. 5oz.
3 Hickey Memoirs, VoL IV, p^zoo.
*Lord Hobart, Robert, 1760-1816, 4th Earl of Buckinghamshire,
From 1784 to 1788 was AJXC. to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, and
from 1789 to 1793 was chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant. Not to
be confused with the Marquess of Buckingham under whom he actually
served as A.D.C., whose family name was Grenville. Lord Hobart
had known Arthur Wellesley on the Vice-Regal staff in Ireland.
f The seat of Government at Calcutta.
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